Microvasculature of the bear heart demonstrated by scanning electron microscopy.
Morphological features of the coronary microvasculature were examined in ten Black bears (Ursus americanus). Tissue samples were collected for scanning electron microscopy from five animals, and vascular casts of the coronary vessels were prepared from five. Each portion of the microvasculature examined had specific morphological characteristics which may contribute to the control of blood flow. All indications from the present study suggest that the structure of the coronary microvasculature in the Black bear is similar to that of mammalian species previously examined.